Constitution
I. Constitutional Convention

a. Group of state delegates

b. Met in Philadelphia in 1787

c. Purpose was to improve Articles of Confederation

d. Decided government needed three branches

i. Executive

ii. Judicial

iii. Legislative

e. Problems and Compromises

i. Struggle for power between small states and big states

1. Virginia Plan-proposed 2 houses of Congress based on population

2. Jersey Plan-proposed one house of Congress with equal representation

3. Result: Great Compromise or Connecticut Plan

ii. Founding fathers did not trust the people

1. Formed Electoral College for President

2. Initially had state legislators vote for U.S. senators

f. Constitution ratified in 1788

II. Constitution

a. Preamble
i. Introduction that explains goals of the Constitution

ii. “We the people of the United States, in order to form a more perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America”

iii. Preamble also used by English teachers to show students how NOT to write a sentence!
b. Articles of the Preamble
i. I-Legislative Branch

ii. II-Executive Branch

iii. III-Judicial Branch

iv. IV-States and the Union

v. V-Amendments

vi. VI-Constitution is supreme law of the land

vii. VII-Ratification

c. Amendments

i. Bill of Rights-First 10 Amendments

III. Legislative Branch

a. Makes laws
b. Congress

i. Consists of two houses

ii. Passes laws with majority votes

iii. Can override vetoes with a 2/3 majority in either house

1. Senate 

a. 100 members (2 from each state)

b. Elected to six year terms

c. Passes or denies bills

d. Approves treaties

e. Tries impeachment cases

2. House of Representatives

a. Has 435 members (based on state population)

b. Elected to two year terms

c. Passes or denies bills

d. Brings charges of impeachment

c. Responsibilities of Congress

i. Has power to raise, borrow and coin money

ii. Has power to declare war

iii. Regulates immigration and copyrights

iv. Makes Laws (these laws are created on a national level)

1. Bills 

IV. Executive Branch
a. Enforces Laws

b. The President

i. Chief Executive Officer

ii. Head of foreign affairs

iii. Commander in Chief of Military

iv. Recommends bills and can veto bills

v. Has power of appointment
1. President’s Cabinet

a. Dept. of Homeland Security

b. Dept. of State

c. Dept. of Defense

d. Dept. of Education

e. Dept. of Interior

f. Dept. of Energy

g. Dept. of Treasury

h. …

vi. Grants pardons

vii. Term

1. 4 year terms (2 terms max.)

2. Must be 35 years old

3. Must be a native born citizen
V. Judicial Branch
a. Interprets Laws

b. Consists of 3 court systems

i. Supreme Court

1. 9 Justices

2. Appointed for life by President

ii. Appeals Courts

1. 13 courts—hear appeals from lower courts

iii. District Courts

1. 94 district courts—hears cases on a federal level

VI. Misc.

a. Checks and Balances

i. System of checks designed to balance the power of the 3 branches of government

b. Electoral College

i. 538 electors (representing 435 representatives, 100 senators and 3 D.C. electors)

ii. Electors are voted on in each state—then each elector votes for president

c. Popular Sovereignty

i. System by which majority rules

d. Federalism

i. Government system used to divide powers between local and national governments 

e. Amending the Constitution

i. Requires ¾ approval by state legislatures

ii. Requires 2/3 majority in both houses of Congress
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